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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10, 14, and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

2. Change "which" to —the— for the following recitations: claim 1, line 1; claim 1, line 3; 
claim 7, line 3; and claim 10, line 2. 

3. Change "exhibits" to —includes— for the following recitations: claim 1, line 2; claim 3, 
line 1; claim 4, line 2; claim 5, line 2; claim 10, line 2; claim 14, line 2; and claim 15, line 1. 

4. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

6. In claim 1 , line 2, the phrase "or equivalent" renders the claim(s) indefinite because the 
claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "or equivalent"), 
thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 

7. In claim 1 , lines 8-9, the phrase "and in a. . .the receiving part" is grammatically unclear 
and thus indefinite. 

8. Claim 1 is incomplete for failing to recite sufficient structural cooperation between the 
adjustment device and the hinge, and between the spring-actuated snap element and the hinge. 
Moreover, the structural integration of the adjustment device and snap element with the hinge is 
not established. 
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9. Claims 6 and 12 are incomplete for failing recite sufficient structure to enable the claimed 
function of vertical adjustment of the door. It is noted claims 7 and 13 provide sufficient 
structure. 

10. It is unclear if the vertical adjustment device recited in claim 8 is referencing the vertical 
adjustment device previously recited in claim 7. 

11. It is unclear if the upper hinge nut element and lower flanged hinge journal recited in 
claim 1 1 are referencing the nut element and journal previously recited in claim 8. 

12. In claim 10, line 3, the phrase "for that purpose" is unclear. 

13. In claim 14, lines 3-4, the phrase "locking, spring-actuated snap-in. . .the receiving part 
(20, 20')" is grammatically unclear and thus indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 1, 6, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DE443 1 799 in view of WO 0 1/8426 1 . 

16. Regarding claim 1, DE799 discloses a hinge with a frame part 12 and a door part 1,2 
which door part exhibits a holding box 1 for installation on a door and a hinge leaf 3 capable of 
detachable attachment to the box, which box comprises a lateral recess for the hinge leaf, and 
present in the box a receiving part 2 for the hinge leaf, characterized in that the box is capable of 
movement relative to the receiving part through the external influence of an adjustment device 8 
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in order to produce lateral adjustment of the box and the door in the plane of the door, 
perpendicular to the axis of the hinge. 

17. DE799 fails to disclose a spring-actuated snap element for the detachable attachment of 
the position of the hinge leaf in the receiving part. However, W0261 teaches a similar hinge 
wherein a spring-actuated (resilient material and/or configuration) snap element 4c provides 
detachable attachment of the hinge leaf 3a in the receiving part 2. Therefore, as taught by 
W0261, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify DE779 by including a spring-actuated snap element for detachable 
attachment of the hinge leaf in the receiving part to simplify and facilitate assembly and 
disassembly of the hinge. 

18. Regarding claim 6, the holding box can move relative to the receiving part in a direction 
parallel to the hinge axis via the adjustment device to permit vertical adjustment of the door. 

19. Regarding claim 12, the fit between the knuckles 4,5 of the hinge leaf 3 and the knuckle 
20 of the frame part 12 is capable of allowing for a minimal adjustment of the hinge leaf relative 
to the frame part in a direction parallel to the axis of the hinge to allow for vertical adjustment of 
the door. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claims 2-5,7-11, and 13-15 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William L. Miller whose telephone number is (571) 272-7068. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on (571) 272-6987. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William L. Miller/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3677 



